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CHAPTER 1
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1. Introduction - Project and Public purpose

Oottara River Bridge is having history since British Presidency of
Madras and it is believed that the Britishers constructed the
bridge across Gayathripuzha in the year 1940 to connect Pollachi
in Tamil Nadu to Palakkad. The bridge helped commercial traffic
as well as military movements between Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
Kollankod and Vadavannur is famous for paddy cultivation.
Oottara Bridge Found unfit for vehicular traffic about a decade
ago. The people claim that the bridge was severely damaged by
the collapse of large trees that were washed away in the great
flood of 2018. In confirmation of this, the Public Works
Department has banned the movement of vehicles with more
than 10 tonnes on the bridge. But people point out that this
directive is often violated because accurate testing is not always
possible. The Gayatri River, which originates in the Anamalai
River, is a major source of water during the monsoon season.
Therefore, heavy rainfall over the Sahyadris is likely to make the
Oottara River Bridge even more dangerous at any time. Oottara
River Bridge is one of the oldest Bridge owned by public works
department. The vehicle traffic assessment shows that in an
average 20-30 vehicles passing through bridge per minute in
peak hours. This bridge is connecting Kollenkode and Nenmara
area to district head quarter Palakkadu. Therefore, the people are
demanding that the Oottra River Bridge be repaired as soon as
possible. A people's committee was formed demanding that the
bridge be rebuilt and they submitted petitions to the government.
In addition, the State Human Rights Commission has demanded
that the reconstruction of the bridge be taken seriously. The
Oottra River Bridge project aims to solve the problem by
constructing a new bridge without disrupting the existing traffic

In view of the above, the State Government has considered the
construction of the Oottara River Bridge as a public interest
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project and has made it subject to land acquisition. The Kerala
Voluntary Health Services has been assigned to conduct a social
impact study as part of the land acquisition process and this
draft report is being submitted as part of the study.

The plan is to build a new bridge on the south side of the existing
Outer River Bridge. The land coming under the project area is the
land of three private individuals and government land. The motor
shed and compound wall of a house and an open well of the same
house as a source of drinking water which is partially losing are
structures affected in the project area. Forty per cent of the
project area in Kollengode. and Vadavannur panchayats is
residential land. The fertile banks of Gayatripuzha is the main
production centre of paddy. The project area is famous for its
ancient temples and festivals where Tamil and Kerala cultures
come together. The project area, which has achieved a high level
of socio-cultural development, is financially sound also. Religions
seldom live in the project area, which places great emphasis on
religious harmony. The socio-cultural status of the project area is
well above the state average in terms of gender ratio, literacy and
education level.

1.2 Location

Oottara is a small town in Vadavannur Panchayat near
Kollengode Town in Palakkad District of Kerala State in India.
The Kollengode Railway station is located at Oottara. It is
situated on the Kollengode Palakkad route. It lies on Palakkad-
Kollengode road and connecting point for road to
Malayampallam, Muthalamada and onward to Pollachi. The
Palakkad to Kollankodu road pass by Oottara, helping the
commuters in this region to access roads to Nenmara, Chittoor,
Pollachi Pazhani Murugan Temple, Udumalpet, Dindugal,
Madurai and Rameswaram. Oottara River Bridge is situated in
Palakkadu-Kollankodu road across Gayathripuzha a tributary of
Bharathapuzha. West side of the bridge belongs to Kollankodu
Panchayath and the West side belongs to Vadavannur
Panchayaths. The project area is Residential-Commercial. Both
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Kollankodu and Vadavannur are agrarian villages with large area
of Paddy Cultivation. The project area is 35 Km from district
headquarters Palakkady and 2 km from Kollankody town.
Oottara town is gradually extending towards Oottara River Bridge
area.

1.3 Size and Attributes of Land Acquisition
(A) Land Acqulisition Authority

Land acquisition Special Tahsildar (KIIFB) office Alathur,
Palakkad prepares the acquisition details including land sketch
and extent of acquisition etc. Boundary stones were laid for
proposed acquisition lands. Deputy Collector (LA), Palakkad is
the supervising authority“of the whole acquisition process under
the leadership of District Collector Palakkad.

(B) Details of project affected families

Three title holders are losing their land for the project and they
are the project affected families. Out of the three one is above the
middle class, one is middle class and the other is lower middle
class in terms of financial status. But the loss of land is not
affecting the financial position of any family. One affected family
is residing in the area. The project affected families are al] in the
mainstream of the society in terms of socio-cultural level.

(C) Details of the acquiring land

It is proposed to acquire 0.2875 ha of land for the project.
Acquired land includes one acre of vacant land on the banks of
the Gayatri River. Frontage land of two residential houses are
also affected. The land to be acquired is having commercial
importance as it is on the side of Palakkad-Kollankode road.




1.4. Background of the project, including developer’s
background and governance/ management structure.

(A) Requisition Authority
Roads & Bridges Corporation.

RBDCK is a corporation established and fully owned by the
Government of Kerala and has been incorporated as a limited
company under the Companies Act 1956 on 23rd September
1999. RBDCK mainly deals with the properties and assets
comprising movables and immovable including land, road
projects, railway over bridge projects, toll collection rights and
works under construction. RBDCK is a company under the
Public Works Department of Government of Kerala.

Major functions of the Corporation are

To construct, maintain, operate and manage Highways, Roads,
Bypasses, Bridges, Over-bridges etc., entrusted to and vested
with the Company by the Government of Kerala or any other
Government/ Governmental agencies/ Organizations including
improvement, strengthening and rehabilitation of road network
identified as core network and to regulate and control the use of
the roads vested in, or entrusted to it.

To undertake construction and maintenance of such facilities for
and on behalf of any Government, Governmental agencies and
Organizations on Turn-Key, Build-Own Transfer, Build-Own-
Operate and Transfer or any other basis and to collect tolls, user
charges and such other revenues for the use of such facilities
from the public, Government and other agencies.

To raise funds subject to the provisions of the Companies Act

2013 and Reserve Bank of India guidelines issued from time to

time for construction, maintenance, improvement and operation

of such facilities etc. or by market borrowing, issue of shares,

debentures, bonds or by wg,y;pf;*:l_ga\ms, grants and borrowings
Ao LA TR,
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from Government, Financial institutions including International
Financial institutions.

(B) Phase of project construction

Process of Land Acquisition started, boundary stones fixed and
extent measured.

(C) Applicable law and policies.

’ SL.No. Laws & Policies Area of Application |

[ 1 The Right to Fair Compensation | Mitigation of Impact
and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act2013.

/

2 Land Acquisition Act 1893, Land | Land acquisition
Acquisition Act (Kerala) Rules
1990, Kerala Land acquisition
Act 1961, Kerala Land
Acquisition Act rules

1.5. Alternatives

No alternative proposals are available for the project, such as the
construction of a bridge over the main transport route and a
project design with very little impact.

1.6 Study Approach and Methodology
(A) Background

As per the Notification No. DCPKD/737/2021 C2, Dated 11t
October 2021 and Kerala Gazette Notification No. 3064 dated
22nd  QOctober 2021, Government of Kerala has selected
Saju.V.Itty, Executive Director Kerala Voluntary Health Service
and his Team as the SIA Unit to study the Social Impact
Assessment of the project.



(B) Social Impact Assessment Team - Profile of Team

Memb

ers

S1.No

Name
Address

& | Designation
SIA

in the
Team

Profile

Saju V.

Itty

Team Leader

27 years experiences in social
work, social survey including
R&R experience in KSTP &
Tsunami Rehabilitation.
Conducted social research
study on health child rights
and rehabilitation &
resettlement. Conducted SIA
study for five sub projects of
Kannur International Airport,
Kanjirappally Bypass, Kochi
Metro Extension, Mattannur
Industrial  Park, Perambra
Bypass, Railway Over Bridge
ChettippadyMalappuram and
Kuttothu -Attakundu road
Kozhikodu etc.

Rakesh R
Nair

R &
Specialist
Social
Investigator

R
&

12 years experiences in social
work including social research,
R & R activities and community
mobilization. Team Member in
SIA study for five sub projects
of Kannur International
Airport, Kanjirappally Bypass,
Kochi Metro Extension,
Mattannur Industrial Park,
Perambra Bypass, Railway Over
Bridge
ChettippadyMalappuram  and
Kuttothu Attakundu road
Kozhikodu etc.

Smitha R

R &
Specialist
Social
Investigator

R
&

17 years experiences in social
work including social research,
R & R activities and community
mobilization. Team Member in
SIA study for five sub projects
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of Kannur International
Airport, Kanjirappally Bypass,
Kochi Metro Extension,
Mattannur Industrial Park,
Perambra Bypass, Railway Over
Bridge
ChettippadyMalappuram and
Kuttothu - Attakundu road
Kozhikodu etc.

27 years experiences in social
6 Sheeba Data Analyzer | work and data entry operation.
Johnson | & Data entry |Team Member in SIA study for
five sub projects of Kannur

International Airport,
Kanjirappally Bypass, Metro
Extension, Mattannur

Industrial Park, = Perambra
Bypass, Railway Over Bridge
ChettippadyMalappuram and
Kuttothu -Attakundu road
Kozhikodu etc.

(D) Study Approach

The land which proposed to be acquired for the project is 0.2875
hectares. Stake holder analysis was conducted and find out key
stake holders and their interest and involvement in the proposed
acquisition process. After the secondary data collection Social
Impact Assessment Unit developed a questionnaire for social
survey and visited all Tittle Holders and collected opinion, family
details, Socio-Economic details and suggestions. Apart from this
SIA team has conducted discussion and consultation with Local
Body Representatives and local public and recorded their
suggestions and opinion. In continuation of it a focus group
consultation of Project Affected Persons’ was conducted and
noted their suggestions and opinion. Special Case studies were
prepared for displaced resident case. The study also used transit
walk and observation visit to crosscheck the suggestions and
grievance which were recorded.

aa X 11
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(E)

Process and Schedule of Activities

22/10/2021 - Government of Kerala entrusted Mr,
Saju.V.Itty, Executive Director, Kerala Voluntary Health
Services to conduct the SIA study

01/11/2021- Government Order received officially in office
of District Collector.

06/11/2021to9/11/2021- Secondary Data Collection.
11/11/2021 to 13/11/2021 - Mapping of Stake Holders
17/11/2021 to 18/11/2021 - Social Survey for Social
Impact Assessment Study.

09/11/2021 to 10/11/2021 - Transit Walk, Observational
Study and Case Studies

21/11/2021 - Draft Report Submission.

20/12/2021 Public Hearing

04/01/2022 - Final Report

Points Raised During Individual and Group Discussion with
Tittle Holders

Time bound acquisition process will mitigate the impact.

* The present level of Access to be resettled during and after

the implementation of the project.

Reasonable compensation will provide for land, property
and business loss.

Rehabilitation and Resettlement process will be well
informed and ensure community participation and
consultation.

(F) Public Hearing - On 20-12-2021 at Sree Mookambika
Sawmill Compound, Oottara.

Section 5 of Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, of 2013
envisages that whenever a SIA study is required to be prepared
the Government shall ensure that.a Public Hearing is held at the

b
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affected area to ascertain the views of the affected families to be
recorded and included in the SIA Report. Rule 14 of the Rules,
2015, have prescribed detailed procedure for the conduct of the
public hearing.

SIA Unit took special care to inform the affected people in the
area about Public Hearing by taking various steps like
Notification for conducting public hearing as per Form 5 Rule 14
(1) of the RTFCTLARR Act, 2013. The notification was published
in two Malayalam News Papers Mangalam and Janayugam. A
notice has been served directly for informing about the public
hearing. In continuation of this all project affected title holders
contacted through phone calls. The copy of notice was served to
Grama Panchayat Office, Ward Members, Village Office, Depu'ty
Collector (LA, Palakkad) and Special Tahsildar LA . KIFFB.
Adequate copies of the SIA draft report and summaries were
made available on the day of the public hearing. The major
highlights of the study were presented in local language by
Chairman, SIA Unit.

SriK Babu MLA, Nenmara, Sri.Chinnakuttan, President,
Kollankodu Block Panchayath, Sri Sathyapal, President
Kollankodu Grama Panchayath, Sri. KS Sakkeer Hussain,
President, Vadavannur Grama  Panchayath ; Smt,
SaliniKaruppesh, PWD Chairperson, District Panchayath, Sri KV
Mahesh, Ward member, Vadavannur Grama Panchayath, Sri. P
Rajan, Deputy Collector, RBDCK, Sri. MV Mathew, Deputy
Tahsildar, RBDCK, Sri. MS Viju Kumar, Special Tahsildar, LA
KIFFB, Palakkad, Smt. Seemanthini, JS/VA, LA KIFFB,
Palakkadu, Smt. Amrutha, VA, LA KIFFB, Sri. Sivaprasad, RI,
Kiffb, Palakkadu, Sri. Habeebulla, Clerck, LA KIFFB, Deeraj Nair,
Surveyar, LA KIFFB, Sri. K Madhavan, Conveener, Action
Committee, ROB Construction and Project Affected Persons were
attended the meeting.

13




SL.No. Points Raised j

1 Sri. K Babu, MLA, Nenmara —

The construction of the Oottara River Bridge has been
approved after large number of applications. Everyone

' should cooperate with the project. Reasonable
compensation will be provided for the affected land.
People's representatives, local body leader and the people
should be involved in the implementation of the project.

2 Sri Sathyapal, President Kollankodu Grama Panchayath —
The project should be implemented in a timely manner.,
L There will be all the cooperation of the panchayath side.
3 Sri. Chinnakuttan, President, Kollankodu Block

Panchayath -The river bridge project is very important for
local development. Should be implemented as soon as

possible.

4 Smt. Suhra Beevi — The well and the motor shed will be
protected if possible. Reasonable compensation should be
provided.

5 Sri. Prasad, Praveen Nivas — The gate is not being affected.

Reasonable compensation should be provided.

6 Sri. Sasidharan — Reasonable compensation should be
provided.

| J =

1.7. Entire area of impact under the influence of the project.

When the new bridge is built, the old bridge and its adjoining
areas are likely to be taken over by anti-social elements. It must
be anticipated and acted upon. The project will lead to a huge
increase in traffic on the Palakkad-Kollankode road. Therefore,
steps should be taken to increase the road safety measures. The
project will contribute to the trade and commerce of the region.

—————
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1.8. Social Impact

Three title holders losing their land and out of it one is losing few
structures like Motor shed, compound wall and partially affecting
a drinking water source ie an open well. Two of them are losing
One or less than one cent of land. The loss of land is not affecting
the current economic status of the title holders. In the other
hand project may benefited to appreciate the land value and the
project affected people will also a beneficiary of this.

The proposed project will increase the vehicle traffic in the
Palakkad-Kollankodu road and it will support the overall
development of the area.

1.9. Mitigation Measures

Mitigation Strategy N

S1.No Risk Approach
Assumed

1 Loss of Part | Compensati Compensate the loss.
of land on

2 Loss of | Compensati | Compensate the loss.
structures | on

3 Loss of part | Compensati Compensate the loss.
of on
structures

4 Loss of | Compensati | Compensate the loss.
Agricultural | on
Land

S Loss of | Compensati | Compensate the loss.
Cash crops | on

6 Loss of | Control Prepare a resettlement plan in
access to consultation  with  Project
properties Affected Families.

15



7 Loss of | Compensate | Compensate lose and plant
trees & Control equal number of trees in

government lands.

8 Involved in | Control Ensure community
land participation in the whole
acquisition process.
process

9 Grievance | Control Functional grievance redressal

committee at village and

L district level.

1.10. Detailed Mitigation Plan
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Loss of Cash
Crops

Negative

Possible

Mediu

Minimum

Low

Compe
nsate
the
loss.

Loss of access
to properties

Negative

Possible

Mediu

Minimum

Low

Prepar
ea
resettl
ement
plan
in
consul
tation
with
Project
Affecte
d
Famili
es.

Loss of trees

Negative

Possible

Mini
mum

Minimum

Low

Compe
nsate
lose
and
plant
equal
numbe
r of
trees
in
govern
ment
lands.

Involved in
land
acquisition
process

Positive

' Possible

Mini
mum

Minimum

Low

Ensur
e
comm
unity
partici
pation
in the
whole
proces
S.
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Grievance | Positive | Possible | Mini | Minimum | Low | Functi
mum onal
grieva
nce
redres
sal
commi
ttee at
village
and
distric
| t level.

1.11. Institutional Structures and Key Persons

L3

Key persons responsible Role in mitigation
for mitigation

District Collector Compensation &
Grievance redress

Deputy Collector (L.A) Compensation

Special Tahsildar Compensation

Railway Divisional Manager | Maintain the level cross
after the construction of

- ROB.
District Forest Officer Compensation
measurement for trees
Requisition Authority Resettlement of access

and structure valuation

1.12. Key Monitoring and Evaluative indicators
-Participation of TH in DLPC meeting

- Number of direct purchases happened.
- Methodology of fixing compensation
- Formation of Grievance Redressal Committee

- Time span of completion of Land Acquisition.

- .
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1.13. Assessment of Social Impacts at different Phases of
Project

Since no residence affected or displaced due to the project, the
impact. of the project scaled as minimum. The project i.e the
construction of Oottara River Bridge is one of the important
infrastructure development of the area and it may benefit the
overall development. The removal of travel restrictions on vehicles
with 10 tones and more will increases the movement of Goods
vehicles including containers and this will develop the Palakkad —
Pazhani root through Oottara become an important interstate
road parallel to Palakkad — Coimbatore National High way.

As mentioned the impact of the project on project affected title
holders are very minimum and the beneficiary status in terms of
land value appreciation will further reduces the impact. All
project affected title holders expressed willingness to give their
land for the project by receiving satisfactory compensation.

The project is a long due infrastructure development of the area.
People, People’s representatives and local body leaders were
strongly demanded for the project. The public importance of the
project is very high and no other alternative suggestions noticed
during the social impact assessment study. The identified
impacts can mitigate with satisfactory compensation. Therefore
Government can move ahead with the land acquisition process.

The project is treated as framed for a public purpose under the
Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 (30 of
2013) Section 2 (i)(b)(iii). It is in this base,Government of Kerala
notified to initiate acquisition procedure. Considering the public
importance and interest the project is an inevitable need and the
project is able to address the social impact of the project.
Therefore, the project has to be implemented.

—_—
SAJU V ITTY
CHAIRMAN, SIA UNIT,
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Annexures
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List of PAFs.
Photographs — Field Investigation

. Newspaper Notification
. Notice for Public hearing

Attendance Public Hearing

. Gazette Notification regarding SIA study
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